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Spectrum Institute and Thomas F. Coleman have done
a masterful job of researching and writing Capacity
Assessments in California Conservatorship Proceed-
ings. This report is replete with citations to legal
authorities, as well as actual examples of conservator-
ship cases gone awry. Its recommendations establish a
clear and concise path that can be used to significantly
improve the current conservatorship system.

This report is a must-read for anyone who wants to
have a better understanding of why the current conser-
vatorship system is broken and the steps that must be
taken to improve it. Those who suffer under the
current system frequently find themselves without
redress to the courts and they may find themselves
stripped of all their constitutional rights — including
the right to vote. As is made clear in this report,
without the right to vote, conservatees are deprived of
their right to help elect their representatives and to
have a voice in legislative changes that might improve
the conservatorship system.

Spectrum Institute has demonstrated that it is a power-
ful and persuasive advocate for those who have been
deprived of their legal rights without adequate due
process and in violation of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act. This report makes it abundantly clear that
there has been a massive failure of the courts, the
legislature and the executive branch to implement
rules to explore and put in place less restrictive alter-
natives to conservatorship.

While this report focuses on California, it can be used
as a model in other states as well. The improvement of
the legal process for those with physical or mental
disabilities or cognitive impairments should be of
paramount concern for everyone who believes in a fair
and impartial system of justice.
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